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Each word begins 
with car... find them. 
1, A mohile house 
2, A combination 
of tater ing pres 





4, Ie works on 
timber 

5. A song or hymn 
sung in joy 

6. A plant with or- 
ange and red edible 
roots 
































ROMILA SUDHAKAR, 
VIIA, SGHV, Chennai. 


Caravan; cartel; 
carringe; carpen- 
ter; carol; carrot. 
Wi 









do these seo- 


from freezing. 


‘Suresh K. Anjum, 
Calcutta 












Keeping food cool 
Eskimos put their food in 
the refrigerator to stop it 


‘Answers 


graphical names of 
South America mean in 
sh? 

1, Buenos Aires 
2, Santiago 

8, Montevideo 
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4. Riode Janeiro 2. Saint James 





5. Venezuela 3. Tse a mountait 
S.M.Kalaivani, 4, River of January 
Std VIB, Chennai Little Ver 
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Of all created things the lovelie: 
And most divine are children. 
— William Canton 








Dear children, 


Ttave a friend in the marketing division of a very big tobacco company and 1 was 
shocked by what he said during a casual chat 

You know that it has been medically proved that the risk of heart attack or cancer 
and various other ailments increases with cigarette smoking. Therefore the government 
has made it a mandatory obligation that all cigarette advertisements should carry the 
‘words “injurious to health”. In spite of so much of information explosion through the 
various media, on the hazards of smoking, cigarette sales has actually increased and 
the graphline keeps on climbing! What is more, the amount of money spent by the big 
companies for advertising is on the decline. In short, they are getting more and more 
{for less and less! How does this happen? 

“That isthe tragedy of addiction” clarifies my friend, “Don't quote me" he says, 
“hut the secret lies in catching them young. Distribute some free cigarettes at discos 
and at placés where youngsters gather and they get hooked on to the habit 

“Smoking has also become a symbol of defiance to the young, and if you don't 
smoke you don't belong to the breakaway club! Believe me, high schoo! and college 
‘girls are taking to smoking ina big way!” 

“4s there no law which prevents sale of 
cigarettes to youngsters?" 

“There is,” says my friend, 
here.” 

What can be more tragic? I hope and plead 
with readers of Gokulam not to fal a prey to this, 
temptation by the big tobacco companies. They 
are playing with our lives, and making money in 
the process! 

The price of Gokulam goes up by just one rupee from this issue, But the several 
new features commencing from this issue more than compensate the small price increase. 
We ask our readers and their parents to support Gokulam as usual and we also make a 
Special request you, to introduce Gokulam oa friend and make him buy or subscribe 
wit 








Love, 


\pow’r 


W, Rajendran 
Editor 
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Why special issue? 


India is not a western 
country where children are 
more apt to remember their 
parents only on certain days. In 
our country we live with our 
‘mothers who constantly sup- 
port and cherish their children, 
When | bought the May issue 
of Gokulam | wondered iftwas 
sill n india, 
Children in the West begin 
to take care of themselves at a 
veryearly age. Here, we begin 
the day with our first glance resting on 
‘urmothers, Therefore there isno need 
{or us to celebrate Mother's day 
KM. Rajashree, age 15, 
Vasavi Vidhyaniketan, Bangalore 











Tiked the article on discount cards 
for students. | suggest more such useful 
articles, 

S. Shreyas, Std. X, 
Jawahar Vidhyalaya, Chennai 


Tike the June issue. 1 was shock- 
ced by the steep rise in the temperature 
around the country. Scientists have 
observed that radiation and rise in 
temperature will melt snow in the polar 
regions, Water level inthe seas will rise 
{shudder to think ofthe day when huge 
cchunks of land mass, including India 
submerge in the sea, 

‘Anindita Chatterjee, 
AECS - Il, Hyderabad 


Why aren't readers participating, 
from Madras being considered in your 
competition? !am losing hope because 
ofthis. Please select paticipants from 
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Madras also as winners, 
P. Rajeshwari, Chennai 
Dear Rajeshwari, 

There’s no conscious effort to by- 
pass competitors from Chennai 
Readers from other cities are also 
equally talented. So, if a reader from 
some other city is selected itis because 
‘ho or she had really sent the best piece. 
Keep trying. You're bound to succeed. 

—td. 


B’Day 


Happy birthday dear friend, 
Hearty wishes to you I send. 
You amuse me with your interesting 
stories. 
On seeing you | forget all my 
worties. 
‘have learnt much by reading you, 
With your encouragement | have 
become a poet to. 
| love reading about funny facts and 
riddles, 
Your puzzles leave me no time to 
idle, 





11am happy we are friends, 


CHECK IT OUT - No.1 


Here's a test for your brain, An: 
swer these questions. The first 10 
correct entries will win prizes. So, 
Hurry! 

90 more prizes in the coming 
months! 





Look for our address in the last 
page imprint section. 


But sad, because we meet every 


month only once. 
In this world there is none, 
Like you, dear friend of mine. 


Indira Nageswaran, 


MIHM School, 
Kariyandal, 
Thiruvannamalai 





Going ‘nuclear’ 


It is fine that we ar: 
testing nuclear bombs. fi 
are we making ourselv« 
ruclear or are we trying 
clear the way for a wartin 
world? While the TV 
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channels are yet into debates about the 
right and wrong of testing, aid from 
‘world over to India has been frozen, 





‘Match the loaves with their flowers 
cand answer these questions 

1, Which flower is used in 
perfuming water? 

2, One of these flowers is popu: 








lar 





8, Which flower depicted here is 
used as herb for hait? 

4, The stem of one of these flow: 
cers is edible. Which flower is i? 





It is over a month since India and 


then Pakistan teste its nuclear stent, 


‘There has been no respite 
om the fear of a bomb, 
Iwving exploded anytime. 1s 
there no way the world can 
nme together and use 
suclear energy for 'a clear 
‘nurpose of development’? 
IIL then, itis kudos to the 
scientists who made such 

blasts possible! 
PS. Nalini, Class X, 
KV,Chennai 
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IN THE WILD 











Hhe sea was furious. Dark clouds 
bbrought forth a deluge, Heavy 
winds lashed the seashore, | 
tried to stand upright, 1 could not. | 
bent my head hoping that the wanton, 
wind would spare me, But it blew on. 
with great fury. I cannot stand such a 
strong gale, AtlastIfelldown uprooted, 
So was | made, so must I ive, 1am 
about eighty years old now. Here I 
lie on the seashore at the end of a 
Jong, useful and fruitful ie 
Tam described as the prince of 
the plant kingdom. Mine is a life ff 
spent in the service of man, Iam 
called nature's greatest gift to the 
people of the tropics. Being 
port of their everyday life, I 
have given them all have in 
very many ways 
Tam a good source of 
income, food and shelter to 
many people. Ask the people 
‘of Kerala. I give them no less 
than one-fifth oftheir income. 
To be beautiful and useful at 
conce is unique, That too for a whole 
span of human ie 
My common name is - the coconut 
tree, My scientific name is Cocos nc: 
fera. In the genera Cocos, | stand out 
asthe lonely species nucifera, Sodo you 
as sapiens in the genera Homo. Isnt it 
‘a good point of likeness between us? 
My origins are unknown. Learned 





men and educated guesses say I am 
south American. I crossed the Pacific 
Ocean and settled in other continents. 
Many people say that my original 
habitat was south-east Asia from where 
I migrated far and wide. 


‘oday, I have colonised large parts 
of the world. Tam, 


almost ubiquitous. 
You can find me in the Philippines, 
India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Pacific 
Islands, Africa, America, Australia and 
other countries. Vasco-da-Gama was 
given a warm welcome by my kinsmen. 
in 1498 when he visited Africa 

How I reached such far off places is 






PLANT KINGDOM'S 
PRINCESS 
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puede, Legend has it that the ocean currents 
carried my fruits to distant shores. My fruit is 
fairly heavy and heavy fruits always sink, But 
my frit is an exception. It floats because of 
its fibrous husk. Floating fruits landed in far 
‘away continents and made their home, making 
me a world citizen, 

Scientists say that my fruit, if put in salty 
water for more than hundred days, goes bad. 
{twill not sprout thereafter. Sea water kills the 
spirit of my fruit, How could a generation 
spring from dead fruits? 

Pethaps cur fruits would have kept good 
company with you, humans, When they 
migrated, they might have carried some 
fruits 

Let us study India, Here lam everywhere 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Orissa 
Assam, Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands are all my habitat. In India | am most 
widely found in Kerala. There are 180 millions 
of us in Kerala making six of us per head of 
Keralites. My population is highest in Calicut. 





‘hey call me by different names in different 
languages. In Assamese | am Narikol, in 
Bengali lam Narikal, in Oriya | am Naadiva 
in Telugu I am Thenkaaya, in Tamil | am 
hennai, in Kannada tam Thengu, in Marathi 
Lam Naraal, in Punjabi | am Naryal. in 
Gujarathi | am Naaliyari, in Malayalam 1am leaf is about six meters long, | 
Thengu and in Hindi | am Naariya have 30 leaves now. In my 
There is a romantic legend about me, younger days, | used to carry 40 
Parasurama created Kerala from the abyss of leaves on my crown, 
the seas and gave me to the people asa gift, | My life spans four score vears 
think they are just being indulgent to me. and is a shade better than yours. 
Have a close look at my trunk, It isa stem If you choose to grow me in your 
without branches, Iam thick at my base, Then garden when a child is born in 
gently taper to the top. 1am 40 meters tall, the house, | am sure to survive 
Tearry a crown of enormous leaves. Myleaves the child jn the end 
are dark green and are gracefully disposed, My Seaside is my favourite spot 
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| long to live there. I love high 
humidity, heavy rainfall and a 
cosy warmth of 30° celsius. Ido 
grow in inland areas also if the 
climate is suitable. 


the best I have for you is my 

fruit. Some are green, some 
are orange-yellow. Yet others are 
reddish, All of them finaly turn 
brown when dry. My seeds take 
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about a year to ripen. 

Very often my fruits do not get a chance to 
grow old enough to ripen. Many of you like to 
drink the juice inside my tender fruit. ‘The liquid 
in my unripened fruit is a welcome drink. 1 
have saved some lives from certain death. 
Doctors have injected the juice of my young 
fruit into cholera victims. My fruit is finely 
tender when it is about four or five months 
old 

‘Some people climb up and bring down my 
fruits carefully. You may as well push me down 
to soft ground. Trained monkeys also pluck 
and push me down, No harm comes to me, I 
‘am taken to cool shade and made to rest there 
for a month or so. Next I am sent to the 
nursery. Iam well looked after there for about 
nine months, Sometimes even upto a year 
and a half. Then | am fit to go to the field. 

Let me speak to you about my roots; the 
sinews of my strength, Asa tender sapling in 
the nursery, my roots grew very fast, a 
centimeter a day. At the prime of my youth I 
had as many as 3000 roots. At 60, my roots 
went as deep as six meters and as far as 25, 
‘meters in search of food and water. Inspite of 
this good net-work, I am unable to withstand 
strong wind. 

My fruits are used as food and to make oll. 
My dry kernel is copra. From copra comes 
coconut oll. This oil is used for food and for 
making soap and oil 

At the moment, men of medicine look down 
‘upon my oil. They suspect that it will rin the 
health of the heart. When oil is squeezed out 
of copra, the residue is coconut cake, That is 
good feed for your cattle 

My seed has a fibrous husk around it. If the 
husk is put in sea water, the soft tissues rot 
away leaving the fibre. A 1000 nuts may give 
you about 85 kg of fibre. Coir is used as cable 
and cordage. In Malayalam, they call it kayar 
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from which the English word coir was 
coined. 

‘The shell of my nut has many uses. 
Villagers make ladles and ornaments. 
‘They burn the shells as fuel. But the 
shells are of great value in industry. 
When burnt properly, it gives a form 
of charcoal. This charcoal can virtually 
eat up many toxic gases and vapours. 
Useful chemicals can also be had from 
the shell 


loddy is often tapped from me. 

‘There are two types of toddy. The 
sweet one gives sugar and jaggery. The 
sour one is an intoxicating drink. 

For festivities and functions, festoons 
are made from my leaves and flowers. 
“The cluster of my flowers is very popular 
in marriage ceremonies. 


CREATIVE 


‘There are ever so many things made 
from different parts of my body. 
Brooms, mats and baskets are some of 
them. My dried leaves are woven into 
sheets for roofing and fencing. A form 
of torch used by villagers for light at 
night is made from a bundle of my dry 
leaves. 

I too am prone to diseases, Insects, 
viruses and fungi attack me making me 
sick. Often | also suffer from severe 
malnutrition, I need good care and 
protection for my healthy growth. 1 
deserve it, don't I? But very seldam do 
I get what I deserve, 

Well, that then is my story. Next 
time you have chutney for your idly or 
dosa you will think of me, won't you? 


Dr. A.P. Jayaram, Mumbai 


CORNER 





VAPOUR 


‘You need: 1. a large glass jar, 2. chalk pow- 
der; 3. rubber band 4, thin rubber sheet (cut 
from a balloon) 

Method: Pour a little water into a glass jar, 
Cover the jar and leave it for about 15 minutes, 
Uncover the jar and put some chalk powder in- 
side. 

Cover the jar immediately with a thin rub- 
ber sheet cut from a large balloon and secure 
the mouth of the jar with the rubber band, Com- 
press the air in the jar by pressing the rubber in 
your fist. The air becomes warmer and 
absorbs more water. The vapour condenses 
‘on the chalk dust, forming a cloud. 

'V. Nisha, VIB, Chinmaya Vidhyalaya, 
Chennai 
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‘The Strange case of Dr. JEKYLL 
AND MR. HYDE 

Written in 1886 by R.L. Stevenson, this 
book is about a doctor, Using his scientific 
brain, the doctor brings 
about a transformation 
in himself. The doo- 
tor, famous and well- 
known, by the use of this new 
drug prepared by him 
can transform himself 
into an ugly, knotty, 
evil man, He names 
this man Mr. Hyde. 

The story is 
about the evil 
things that Mr. Hyde 
does and the end of 
Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde. 

R.L, Stevenson 
has a beautifully sim- 
ple way of telling a story. 
in modern days, this story 
may well be regarded as 
science fiction. There are 
the elements of horror and 
spine-chilling experiences 
utterly unbelievable! The story ends 
with the confession of Dr, Jekyll, Til the 
last chapter, we do not know that Or. 
Jekyll and Mr, Hyde are hiding be- was abandoned 
hind a mask 4 by his parents 

Reviewers of the 19th century NW when a tiger fright- 
have termed this book as a study W\ ened his parents 
of man’s twin personality, But, for | | during apicnic on 
today's children, this book may ii\\", the Seonee hill. 
feed their imaginative brain and Since then 
help them enjoy good english of the Mowgli has been in 
bygone days. " the jungle. He has 
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Brought out by 
Madhuban Educa- 
tional Books, itis priced 
at Rs, 30. It has been 
adapted by Nimeran 
Sahukar and Vijaya 
Kumar. 


‘THE JUNGLE 
BOOK 

Tv viewers, espe- 
cially cartoon viewers, 
may recall Mowgli the 
boy of the jungle who 
fearlessly rides the 
cheeta and even the 
snake. Mowgli, how- 
ever, means the 
frog. The mother- 
wolf that brings 
him up has named 
him thus. Mowgli 






many escapades with the jungle ani- 
mals, Baloo and Baghira are his 
teacher and his guardian. The 
bandar-log want him as their leader. 
They would do anything to get him! 
But, with Kaa, Chil, Baloo and 
Baghira, that's impossible. 

That Mowgli has to return to his 
kind is drummed into the ears of his 


“New World’ discovered 
Perhaps the best known explorer of 
all, Columbus was convinced that the 
earth was round and resolved to reach 
India by crossing the Atlantic, He 
thought the distance from Europe to Ja 
pan would be less than 3000 miles, 
‘whereas in reality it is 10,600 miles 
Also he did not conceive that there 
right be a continent between Europe 
‘and Asia, With the help of the Span- 
sh queen he put together three ships 
“The Santa Maria’, ‘Nina’, and ‘The 
Pinta’ and left Spain on August3, 1492 
and landed on a small island near the 
Bahamas on October 12, 1492. He 
believed these islands to be the outer 
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friends by the wise and the old tim- 


’ ers of the jungle. Mowgli hates to be 


singled out as an outsider, 

He does to return to mankind, but 
only briefly, He is back with the Free 
people’ of the jungle almost imme- 


i” diately, But, things are not the same. 


Spring is in the air, The animals 
have their spring songs to worry 
about. Mowgli is left out. He is up~ 
set. At seventeenhe realises he has 
to indeed return home. That home 
is with the humans, 

Mowall returns to the jungle only 
to bid good bye to his friends. He 
leaves the jungle for more adven- 
tures an adult 

Adapted from Rudyard Kipling's 
original by Vijaya Ranganathan, the 
book has been brought out by 
Madhuban Educational Books, It is 
priced at Rs. 30, 

Vikas Publsning House Pid, 576, Masid 
Road, Jangputa, New Dati - 10.044 





fringes of Asia and called them The 


West Indies. Without realising that he 
had discovered a new continent 
(America is also called New World) he 
returned to Spain on March 14, 1493. 
He was given a triumphant welcome. 

Script and Illustration J. Disney 
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ne of Akbar's hobby was 
to ask questions of 
Birbal, He enjoyed posing 
questions to Birbal because 
Birbal always came up with 
clever and witty answers. 

One day, Akbar was 
walking in the palace gar- 
den along with Birbal, He sud- 
denly turned to Birbal, “tell me, 
Birbal, how many bangles does 
your wife wear in her right 
hand?” 

Birbal confessed he did not 
know. He had thought it irrel- 
evant to know such a thing 

‘Akbar laughed and taunted 
him, "You don't have the answer 
to this question? You see your 
wife's hand every day when she 
serves you your food, yet, you 
did not have the opportunity to 
notice them?" 


Conutai iw 





irbal asked Akbar, “You 
rub your beard every 


ot 






QS nue, con your 


majesty tell me the 
number of hair in your 
beard?” 

‘Akbar said, “It is just impos- 
sible to count the hair. | asked 
about bangles. They are big 
and easy to count.” 

Birbal retorted, “can you tell 
me how many steps are 
there from the durbar to your 
room?” 

He had never bothered to 
count he said. He was now 
caught in his own trap. 

Akbar said, "Indeed you 
have outwitted me again.” 





He showered Birbal with 
gifts. 

G.M.Preeti, 

National Public School, 

Bangalore 


B Lam 13 years 
old, My 17- 
year-old brother 
doesn't talk to 
me since seven 
months, He has 
told my mother that some 
‘words that I spoke to him 
have hurt him. He 
wouldn't tell me, 1 

am very upset, 
Pragnya Kamat, 
Std. VII, 
Kalyan (W). 









Dear Pragnya, 

@ You could 
apologise to him. 
Gethimacard and 
tell him how sorry 
you are for what you 
did, Make up to him 
by getting him what 
he loves the most. 
You could even try cleaning up his room 
for him, as a way of showing your 
affection for him. 


© Lam in Std. X. But I have stage 
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fright. have the courage to go up to the 
stage, but when I begin to speak, my 
knees begin to tremble and I 
sweat profusely. 

Sona Thampi, age 15, 
‘Trivandrum. 

Dear Sona Thampi, 
Stage fear is nothing 0 
worry about. Start 
practising now by speaking 
before the mirror. Prepare a 
speech for two minute’ on any 
Then 
gather afew friends or members of your 
family whenever they are free. Give your 
speeches, Look around and straight into 


subject and speak out loudly: 


each of your audience's eyes, Itwill not 
make you nervous, If you find this 
difficult, hen try looking at an object at 
the horizon, You will lose fear of the 
stage in about two weeks! 


D Lam a 14-year-old boy, My uncle 
Visits us often, Thave to then steep with, 
my 12-year-old brother so that my uncle 
‘can have my room, My brother has the 
bad habit of kicking in his sleep. 1 often 
find myself on the floor when I wake up, 


aN 
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My uncle is a frequent visitor 
so I have to put up with my 
brother. What is my — 
brother's problem? 
Harish Babu, Std. 





Dear Harish Babu, 
@ Many children 
exhibit this symp- 
tom. Sometimes 
children have night- 
‘mares and they kick out at the 
imaginary beings. As we grow up we 
become more conscious of ourselves, But 
4s children we are not in control of our 
sleep. Usually children sleep deeper than 
adults. Even adults exhibit these symp- 
toms when they have a disturbed sleep. 

Give your brother enough space to 
sleep. You could otherwise ask him to 
sleep on the side ofthe bed which faces 
‘away from the wall, with a matress on 
thefloor. Ifhe were ofall he would wake 
‘up and remain subconsciouslyalert even 
during sleep. 





My voice is very thin and students of 
my class call me ‘gil’. Ifeel like crying! 
Please help me. 

Jiten Thomas, age 12, Mumbai. 
Dear Jiten, 
{) Woice ‘breaks’ when you enter your 
teens. Youi are merely a year away from 
this syndrome, Your thin voice will then 
undergo a major change. So, there is 
nothing to worry about. 


BOKULAM ky %8 












B Lgetirritated for 
lly reasons. How 
do avoid it? 
R. Nandini, 
Chennai. 
Dear Nandini, 
6) Sometimes, your 
irritation may not be 
silly at all. But if 
you know who or 
what causes the 
irritation, then you 
can overcome this 
problem, by 
ercising restraint. 


ex- 


B Idon’thave a reliable good friend in 
my class, Ttalk well with everybody. 1 
play with them and I study well too. 
They always come to me for help with 
their problems. Yet, lend up friendless. 
I joined this school only this year. Ldid 
try to befriend a girl who sat next to me 
im class, When I expressed my wish to 
befriend her she merely rejected my 
request, Thate going to school, Can you 
please help me? 








B. Hema, Std. XI, 
AMM School, Chennai. 


Dear Hema, 

© Friendship is a two-way process. 
You have just joined the school, Maybe 
‘you have already made new friends here. 
“Just as you find them new, they too will 
{find you new to the school. Your next 
‘year in the same school will find you wit 
more friends. Till then, try to adjust 10 
new surroundings and people. 





Love, 
Grandma worm 
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is the largest 
living snake, 
measuring 
upto 11 metres. 
(36 feet) and 
are greyish- 
brown in col- 


our with black 


spots 

Didgeridoo is a musical wind instrument, consisting of a pipe about 
one and a half metres (five feet) long, made by North Australian aborigi- 
nes. 

DNA is the acronym for deoxyribonucleic acid. It has been estimated 
that all the DNA in a single, tiny human cell would, if stretched out, form 
fa chain nearly a metre long, and would have about six million units of 
information on it 

‘Angel Falls is the highest waterfall in the world. It is situated on the 
Rio-Cami river in Venezuela, falling down from a height of 979 metres. 

The Australian frilled lizard is a harmless creature almost one metre 
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(3 feet) long. If attacked it can 
spread out a fold of skin to form a 
ruff around its neck. It also hisses 
loudly to make itself appear even 
more ferocious. 

Morganucodon is one of the 
earliest mammals which appeared 
during the Mesozoic era, 225 mil- 
lion years ago. These mammals 
were hardly bigger than the eggs 
of the great dinosaurs with whom 
they shared the earth. 

Mammoth is a huge prehistoric 
elephant with shaggy hair, power- 
ful trunk and fierce curved tusks 
upto 4 metres (12 feet) long, They 
first appeared three million years 
ago and lived in parts of Eu- 
rope, Asia and America. Early 
human hunters wiped them 
‘out over 10,000 years ago. 

Portuguese Man O° War is 
a bluish-purple jellyfish found 
mainly in tropical seas. It has 
trailing tentacles upto 12 metres 
long, which are equipped with 
powerful stinging cells. 
Smelting is the process by 
which metal is separated from its 
ores by heating to a high tempera- 





















ture. The earliest metal known to 
have been smelted is copper, in 


about 5000 BC. 





the largest arteries. The length of 
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The blue whale is over 30 me- 
tres long, It weighs upto 150 
tonnes. The tongue is as heavy as 
40 men. A child can crawl through 







the body of the ale is 34 
metres. Itis estimated to be the big- 
gest and the heaviest animal that 
has ever lived. 

Archaeopteryx is a prehistoric 
bird that lived during the Jurassic 
Period (200 to 135 million years 
ago). Itis about the size of a large 
crow, having jaws with teeth, like a 
lizard, and feathers on its back 
and wings, 


The scenic Niagara Falls 
onthe Canada -USA border include 
the Horseshoe Falls, 48 metres 
high and the American Falls, 15 
metres high 


Complied by Arnab Kar, 
VIIB, Nava Nalanda, 
Calcutta 
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lephants of east Africa, 

on the border dividing 

Kenya and Uganda 

make regular trips dur- 

ing nights. Their desti- 

nation is the Kitum 
cave, situated on one side of Mt 
Elgon, a dormant volcano, The 
purpose of this nocturnal trip is to 
get salt. 

Kitum is rich in salts and min- 
eral ash that were released when 
the volcano was active. Elephants 
visit this cave almost every night 
toadda’pinch’ of salt in fact, their 
hunt is for pieces of salt rocks) to 


their system. Their food consumed 
during day lacks in salt, The moun- 
tain ranges that are home to these 
African elephants are severely low 
in mineral salts. Much of the salt is 


16 








lost in the heavy rainfalls experi- 
enced by this region. The plants 
that these animals consume are 
ow on mineral salt that are essen- 
tial for a healthy life. 


t nightfall, these el- 
ephants set out for Kitum 
ona journey through nar- 
row edgy mountainous 

paths. A faulty footstep could lead 
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toinstant death, The animals move 
single-file helping each other. On 
reaching the cave, they dig out and 
break the salt rocks with their tusks. 
and eat the pieces. 

After this, which continues for 
roughly half an hour, the elephants. 
take anap. The tuskers spend the 
night in the cave safe from the 
freezing temperatures outside. In 
the morning, they are on a 'retreat- 
ing’ march to their abode. Kitum 
is not a natural cave. It has been 
made so or excavated by the dig- 
ging activities of the elephants. 
This is believed to be a 100,000 
year old phenomenon. the el- 
ephants may not continue this habit 
for a much longer time. 

Human greed, the cause of all 
deaths has reached Kitum too. The 
elephants are vulnerable to poach- 
ers, Though the animals are much 
bigger than the humans they have 
little protection from the poachers. 
The hunt for ivory tusks has been 
telling on their numbers. The salt- 
deficient food and the chillness of 
the night has also seen a rapid de- 


ro--- 








“Whois greater Super-man or Spl- 
der-man? 

“Nol Super-Splder. Because Super- 
man — Spider-man = Super ~ Spi- 
! dert ! 
i H, Sanjana, age 11, «| 
L Kalpakkam. ! 


cline in their numbers. 





Jayashree Saranathan, 
Hosur 





ear Jean, 
Hi! How's life? I guess you 
must be feeling pretty sick 


in the hospital! Sorry about your 
severe fever, But do not be upset, 
just tell yourself: have fever 
but fever does not have me!” 
You know, yesterday on my 
‘way to school | met Kevin, Boy! 
Was it the same Kevin we both 
knew! You do remem- 
ber how Kevin was 
joyful, humou - 
rous, sweet, kind, 
understanding. 
well, he had 
every quality | 
could ever 
think of! 
Yesterday, 
hewas some- 
thing else 














what? The problem was his sister. 
He told me that he wished he 
never had an elder sister. I askec 
him “don’t you want any siblings?” 
“Ido want a sister but not this one! 
I want the rock star 


Mariah as my sister.” 
a 


Niel 








He was droopy, glum and dull. Was: 
| surprised? Yes, I was! I asked him 
the reason for his gloominess. Guess 


(The rock star Mariah Carey) 

Was I baffled? No I should not be. 
Well, the other day I read an article 
in a magazine. A girl has written 
about a certain dream and how she 
wishes to be Micheal Jackson's sister, 

Well at that time I too wanted to 
be a rock star's sister whose name | 
will not reveal. 

But then | realised that there is 
nothing great about it. Why think 
that some famous people would 
understand their siblings? 

I must say this is a wrong attitude. 
If you want to discover real 
happiness you need one word that 
spells UN-D-ER-S-TANDIN-G, 

You have got to accept your 
sibling and make them understand 
you. Talk to them, they will under- 
stand, Also remember NEVER 
FIGHT. 

{As the lovely song by the group 
Boyzone goes “get to build the 
bridge, between our hearts, cross 
the river of love and enter 
paradise.” So why not build up our 
bridges? 

Then we will have heaven here 
on earth, 

Get well soon and remember “I 
LOVE YOU” 

With love, 

Ana 

(Archana) 

Archana Rajan, age 12, 
Naval Public School, 
Vizag. 
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(e) nice my friends 
and | came 
upon a haunted house. My friend, 
Aparna said, "I won't enter haunted 
houses." She ran away in fear. 
Nikitha and | decided to investi 


AHAUNTED 
HOUSE 


gate. As we moved closer, we NO- 
ticed that the house was sur- 
rounded by walls about five feet 
tall. Nikitha suggested that we 
should come that night and find out 
the truth, Both of us decided to 


EXPERIENCE 
20 










house at 12 that 





night. 


That night we 







the walls 
and entered the house. The house 
was occupied by thieves. They 
were drug peddlers. We found 
large amounts of brown sugar and 
herion. 

We decided to call the police. 





July 8 GOKULAM 





\ 





LOST AND FOUND 


i“ eight then, For the summer 

Drrcaten we were visiting my 
cousins in Tanjore. We visited 
Srirangam for a picnic. Srirangam 
is famous for its Vishnu temple, 

At the temple, my cousin and | 
Visited every ‘sannidhi' while the 
rest of them found their way around 
the temple. 

twas very crowded and | asked 
my cousin to wait for me to finish 
my prayers. When I turned arbund 
Inoticed she was not there. Hor- 
ror of horrors, | did not know my 
way about the huge temple. 

| was lost. | approached the of- 
fice of the temple and narrated my 





* sorry plight. | wanted to be taken 


to the entrance of the temple so 





that | could spot my parents who 
would be on their way out, But the 
temple official would not hear of it 
atall. Instead, he made me wait 
and said he would find my parents 
‘When | pestered him no end, he 
had to comply with my request. 
Just as we were leaving the office, 
my sister came in, She was re- 
lieved to find me there. | bet the 
temple oficial was doubly relieved. 
T,. Vaidehi, IX std., 

MSV HS, Hyderabad 








But when we tried to climb the wall 
we noticed the walls growing 
higher. We, however,/managed to 
climb the wall and reached the 
police station. Soon, the drug ped- 
dlers were captured by the police. 
Both of us congratulated ourselves 
on our bravery, Our names ap- 
peared inthe newspapers the next 
day, 

We noticed a jumun tree with ripe 
jamuns, As arewardwe plucked some 
jamuns. We went to Aparna’s house 
the next day. We shared the jamuns. 
with her, Apama found the jarmuns bit- 
ter but we found them sweet enough, 
Was it a case of sour grapes for 





Aparna? We still don't know, 
N.Srividhya, age 9, Pune 
(Note: The italsed lines were my 
dream. But the story about jamuns is 
reall) 
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«a better place 
4 ONIEDOCV - Bring 
home the leader, 
5, TAMOCOR - You 
twill fall in love with tt, 
6, ISHCLECT - Then 
what, 
7, SIUKUZ- The bike 
with no problem 
8.ELE - The jeans that built 
he brand names Am 
have been jumbled. 9.FELOYBIU - Champion ho to 
Rearrange using the aisa. 
10.SOTOB « The secret of my 















T 


clues. 
1. SLRDYONE « The pen the energy. 
world prefers VAY SRINIVAS PAI 
2, SUFELRF - No one can eat ST MARY'S ENGLISH 
HIGH SCHOOL, 


just one. 
PSIIPLIL- We make the world, STO Vill, MUMBAI 


1) The autobiography of Michael Jackson 
moOoomoOoOwoOooO 
2) Apache Indian's orginal name 


Omomwoo0 moooeUw 


3) Which song did Stevie Wonder dedicate to 
Martin Luther King (Junior.) 


oowmooDoOoOmoOmwooo 


4) How do we better know Louise Ciccione? 


ooogBoow 
5) Bruce Springsteen is referred by this name 


omo ooo 
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PAGES 

6) John Lennon, Ringo Starr, George Harrison 
and Paul McCartney all belong to a musical group. 
Name the group. 
oof ooOmoooe 

7) Pretty film actress Rageshwari released a 
musical album very recently. Name the album. 
oomoow 

8) In which musical album did Leslie Lewis 
and Hariharan work to gether? 




































































omoomoon 
moos8o0 
9) The form of music popularised by the Rastafarians of Jamaica 
ooeweoo 
40) In which musical album did Javed Akhtar and Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan work together? Gaines bes 
, age 13, Std Vill, 
oOmog8oo Julien Day School, West Bengal 
Fr 
rz is 
4, The largest land animal 
P 6, Largest sea animal 
B. A kind of shell-ish from 
which we get pearls 
Down 
1, Sacred animal of Hindus 
Gs 3, A shapeless micro - organ- 
Jom which Is the simple micro~ 
‘scopic form of living matter 
. Small mouse = like animal 
o that flies at night. 
7. National animal of our 
country 
Clues Lakshmi, Std IX, St.Xaviers 
Across School, Aurangabad 
2, National bird of our country ANSWERS ON PAGE 76 
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-RUBU YUP YOs Puk e}e;OD0YO “yNdsIq 
“wreeso-eo1 ‘siayeul oued-ued ‘s1einy 


“siepeel Ue] any 
‘AtyBno1 0} 3no saysee! weINIOD, 
“squnoasip jo |JeAe Os|e UBD NOK 


WoRnoD mun Due Undid ogy MSU SCs pas unCMUR ‘sreyew 


a aia yuewse6 epewApeas ‘sy00q s,uaip 
2 ied basics) jeoes “ityo Jo s19ystignd - NOLLNLLV. 
FP weinyoo ut esmuenpe ue NoA, wvinHod 
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‘“SNIVCEINOSGKVH , 










[CHING MADE A LIVING BY FISHING. HE CAST 
HIS NET HOPING FORA BIG HAUL; 










pay THE FISH AND 
f7 axe aPorrUL 
f ‘OF MONEY. | 
SHALL SELL TO 
THE HIGHEST 
BIDDER. 















el MT i Rn 
Bae fence wir or THe CHAIN f} 











. "THE BOAT. =H - fe 
id io WEZZ, 
Children sending in articles for the magazine and pictures 





for Art Gallery must send their name, age or class, name of 
school and address. If not, the articles and pictures will be 
rejected. — Ed. 
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[Dear Shvanand and Gaya PL send us you cass ond school dea a 
Deer Anand, Lexy Pl. sandin your house addres. £8 












S. Niveditho, 
age 13, 





Std. Vill ‘B’, 
sumedha Narayanan, Std V, Alpha Schoo, 
Greenfields School, New Delhi. Chennai 










f 
UB YD. 
Loe ne 


Cac 







V, Shivanand, Pondicherry. 
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INSIDE A BANK 1A PHE SITY 


DROP your GUNS AND 


QS 
3 
BSE Brive 


ast me A CAR LOAD ALL 
My Loot In 11 AND KEEP 
MY WAY CLEAR, 


CULPRIT ~ 





gToRy de 
‘PICTURES SEYARAT. 














‘ONE MORE 
TWINE INSPECTOR, \ 
DON'T FOLLOW 
ME... YOUCRN 
‘SET OFF FROM 
HERE an HOUR 
ERTERVONLY 
To Pick 
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WAR) WAS TUE? Above THE AR 
WAITIWS Fee Tile Riniyr Mo meny 
70 Pins THE RL GOT OF 

aR 





BAR) SUDDENLY PLUV gE § 
Bown, GRABS HER AND... 
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JOU cant Read 
=P [s8enre, son! 
Fw Sew 
Seu sean 




















ello there! | don't usually talk 

to people this way. In fact | 

never show my face to any- 
one. The nature of my profession 
is such that | go out only at night. 
You may wonder what my profes- 
sion is. Well, | am a leveller of 
wealth, 

You would have heard of Robin 
Hood, who robbed the rich and 
paid the poor. !am at least half like 
him. rob the rich, but keep the loot 
for myself. | am what the vulgar 
would call a burglar. 

| come from the eastern foothills 
of the Himalayas, and my name is 
Kannakole. | keep travelling all the 


SC! 


time, just one step ahead of my 
pursuers. 

Once | travelled south and came 
to a city called Jayabalpore, | got 
to talking to some of the citizens. 
They told me that the donkey was 
their national animal and the goose 
was their national bird. | knew im- 
mediately that this must be a good 
place for my work. 

Two days after | arrived in 
Jayabalpore the people were get- 
ting ready to celebrate their king's 
birthday. | believe he was born on 
the first day ofthe fourth month. On 
that day there would be a lot of 


2 


feasting and dancing and general 
jollity, | heard. 

So | decided to swing into ac- 
tion on the night of the king's 
brithday, for | calculated that after 
the festivities people will be ex: 
hausted and will sleep like felled 


trees. 
$ citizens hogged huge din- 
ners and slept like logs 

| walked the streets like a stalk- 
ing feline, Itis not for nothing that | 
was called ‘cat burglar’ 

Alter a while | came across a 
really huge house builtin the midst 


NIGHT 


of a large park, lush with trees and 
flowering shrubs, The compound 
walls were very high, but they 
posed no problem for me, You see, 
Tam an athlete - a long distance 
runner mainly - heh, heh, you get 
the point, But | climb walls quite 
well, too. 

Ina moment | was over the wall 
and into the trees 

Isat ona fork in atree and caseo 
the joint, Maybe you don't get this 
jargon. It means | studied the lay 
out of the big house. 

It was very quiet, not a mouse 
stirring. So | got off the tree, 


ure enough, on that night the 
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shinned up a drain pipe and en 
tered the house through a first floor 
window. 

| could hear people talking in a 
room at the other end, So avoided 
that side and went off to the lett 
where | entered a room through 
richly carved door, Thick 
tains decorated the room, 
was a lamp burning very low. | 
turned it up a litle, and gasped at 
the sight that met my eyes. 








Jp here were gold piates and 
| “richly ornamented candle: 
sticks made of silver and stud- 
ded with gems, all piled up care: 










lessly on sofas and ottomans. | 
grabbed a few of these and put 
them in my sack, | wanted to check 
the other rooms too before filling 
up the sack 

The next room also had a lamp 
burning low. | went in and started 
peering behind the curtains, 

Suddenly the lamp was turned 
on bright. Startled, | turned and 
saw a very fat lady who had obv' 
ously been dozing on a couch, but 
was very much awake now. Her 
eyes opened wide when she saw 
me, and her mouth opened even 
wider into an enormous 'O', and 
she let out a shriek that blew my 


PALACE 


hair back 
It was not an ordinary 
shriek; she held the top note 
for quite some time like a 
soprano in the choir. | didn’t 
wait to hear the finale. | 
leapt back and scurried 
to the door. 

But suddenly the 
door opened, and a lot 
of men came in looking 
anxious. One of them 
who seemed to bea sort 

of leader of the group, 
was a man with an egg- 
shaped head and pot 
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belly 
Whatisit, Ja 
The dame let out another yel 
ing at me 
‘Another man who hi 
turban addressed 
cheek you have to try to burgle th 
palace! And you have scared ot 
queen witless. 


re a frizzy velvet cap. “| am 
minister, and | am in 
ge of the police. Now tell me, 
you? 
you can see, kind sirs, | am 
tleman of the shade, a min- 
ie moon, a night citizen. 
nm, an educated burglar” 
er chap who was in an 
cap and robes. 
not encourage him 
dd the one in the 
Adam's apple 
up and down 
as he spoke. 








































Sigainasam, where are all the 
soliders assigned to watch the pal- 

asked the rotund man with 
the egg-shaped head. 

“Sleeping off their dinners, no 
doubt" said Solmannan. 

There were hurried footsteps 
outside, and a group of soliders 
came rushing in. "Ah, here you 
are!" said solmannan. "Hope your 
slumbers were not affected too 
much." 

“Aren't you ashamed?" said 
Sigainasam, "Here is a thief who 
has dared to steal into the king's 
palace, and has entered the 
queen's chamber, while you were 
hibernating like bears!" 

“Take him away and put him to 
death” said the egg-headed bloke. 

“Please wait, your majesty” said 
rivilli, the one in the academic 
cap. “Today is your birthday, and 
it would be good to be kind to this 
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fellow. After all, he seems to be 
quite young.” 


Ww hat do you say, 
Sigainasam?” asked 
the egg 


““Arivilli is right, your majesty" 
said the Adam's apple, Then turn- 
ing tome he said : "Fall at His Maj- 
esty's feet and beg for forgive- 
ness.” 

With so many soldiers at the 
door | had no other option. So | 
pasted my most winning smile on 
my face and fell ike a ton of bricks 
before the fat king 

“Rise” said the king grandly. 
‘And as | fose he asked me for my 
name. “Kathirikole, Your Majesty” 
said with a deep bow. I never give 
my real name to anyone. (Except- 
ing you of course, gentle reader!) 

"You are a clever chap" said the 
king with a chuckle. "Very clever 
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Bicthvoy wishes 


We attwrite Happy Birth- 
day to you' in english. Here's 
Happy B’day in other lan- 
muages. 





1) Japanese 
‘Tanjou-bi-orml de tow 

2) Turkish 

KUTLUOSUN 

(Pronuced as writen) 

3) Spanish 

‘CUMPLEANOS! 

(Prounced as Feliz-kum-ple-an yos) 
4) German 

Alles gute zum 

geburtstag 

(Prounced as Aalless gouruh Tusm 
sguburt stag) 

5) Russian 

‘$-Dnyom- Rozdenya 

6) Italian 

Compleanna 

( Prounced as Bon-cop-ple-anna) 
7) Anbie 

Eid-milaad Sa’id 


"These were found by me ina book. 


'S. Sushmitha, age 14, 
‘BPS, Noida. 
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to have broken into this heavily guarded 
palace”. Everyone looked at him, and he 
cut his grin and tried to look serious. 

“You seem to be an able-bodied fel- 
ow’ said Arivili. “Why don't you find a job 
and make an honest living?” 

{put on my most pathetic look. "tried 
so hard to get a job, but never could find 
one." | even managed to sqeeze a tear 
from my left eye 

"Can we get him one?" the king asked. 

"We'll send him to Ganabadi he will ac- 
commodate him” said Sigainasam. 





L is the minister for heavy industry. 
He can provide you with a good 


"Ganabadi and his family are out of sta- 
tion, but will be back tomorrow morning” 
said Sigainasam. “Go there tomorrow 
around noon, and he will find you a job.” 

“Yes, Ill order him to do so” said the 
king. Arivili handed me the address of 
Ganabadi. 

| bowed to all of them, and started out. 
“Wait a second” said Sigainasam, "You 
had better leave that sack here." 

“A thousand pardons" | said. "I tend to 
be rather absent-minded.” | bowed again 
and said : "Happy Birthday, Your Majesty!" 
And then | walked away. 

Itturned out to be my lucky day. | didn't 
wait until morning. | set off for Ganabad''s 
house right away and cleaned it out. It was 
a good haul. 

By dawn next day, | was northward 
bound with Ganabadi's wealth in three 
sacks. 
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here were Gitu, Gouri an 
Sowmya? 

They had moved ahead folowing the hey walked 
signs, thinking Suj was. as usuallagging back. It was 
behind, all strange and an air of gloom de- 

Poor Suij, let's wait for her.” said scended on them. 
Sowmya to the others. So, the three Suddenly, Gitu spotted a tiny cloth 
waited impatiently for Suj to catch up among the bushes. Her heart missed 
vwth them. Litle did they know, that Sui a beat as she recognised it as Suji's 
was lst. kerchiet 

AAs time passed, they “This hanky...” she 
looked worried whispered... It is Suji's” 
“She should have been Sowmya burst into tears. 
here by now" said Gour Sowmyawas scared 100. 


ADMENG 


sounding anxious. "Hope 
she isn't... isn't.” She 
didn't want to continue. 

‘Lost? asked 
‘Sowmya ina small voice. 

The thought made her tremble, 

“What?” cried Gitu, "No, no, i's our 
fault. We should nothave lefther alone. 

‘Sowmy don't say such things,” sab 
Gourlimmediately, not wishing toscare 
her friend, 

Hmmm... she couldn't possibly 
bbe," said Sowmya, stil tightened 
"Let's scatter and search.” 

Gouri considered the suggestion 
“That wouldn't be a good idea,” she 
said at last. “We musint get sepa: 
rated. Let's go back the way 
came,” suggested Gouri, lead: 
ing the way. 

‘What had started as a nice 
‘warm and sunny afternoon, ha 
now turned into a hot, sticky day tor 
girls. The sun had disappeared behin 
a large mass of clouds. 
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"Now, 
now. There's nothing 

to panic,” said Gouri putting a 
hand around Gitu's shoulder. "This 
hanky means Sujiwas here sometime 
‘ago. Lets follow this path.” 

“Itll probably lead us back to the 
‘camp, where we are going tofind Sul, 
safe and sound. So, don't worry,” com- 
forted Sowmya, She had tried her best 
to puton a convincing tone. 

‘Gouri and Sowmya had been much 
‘more worried than they had let Gitu 
‘see, What had happened to Suji? 


Uji was crying bitterly, ‘Where are 
8 the others?’ She hoped with all her 
heart that the others might reach the 
‘camp safely 

“Crying isn't going to help. | must 
get back somehow," she said to her- 
self 

“What if they too get lost?" The 
thought made her sick, She longed to 
be back with her sister, friends and 
parents, 

‘Asudden realisation dawned upon 
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the others. "Has anyone... sniff. 
sniff... seen any arrow mark 
lately?” sobbed Gitu. 


W] © one had, “It means we 
t} are lost,” cried Gouri, star- 
tled. The girls had been so 
worried about Suj, they had 
forgotten that the only way 
to get back to the camp 
was by following the arrow 
marks. 
Gouri slapped her 
forehead. “We should 
have gone back and sought 






help.” 

“And now" snorted Sowmya, “we 
are lost in the middle of nowhere.” 

‘A sudden sound of some vehicle 
reached their ears. They had been 
so used to the silence of the 
woods that the noise made them 
jump. 

They heard a child wailing. It 
seemed eerie and strange, something 
which gives you the creeps. Instinc- 
tively Gouri pulled the others down by 
the bushes 

“it. itdoesn’t sound like Sui,” whis- 
pered Gitu 

“N-No" agreed Sowmya. She felt 
her hair stand on an end. What was 
going on? 

They peeped and saw a small boy 
of about tive being carried away by 
two burly men, A jeep was standing 
nearby. 

“Papal Mummy!" the little boy 
cried. 

Sowmya clutched Gouri's hand in 
fear, “He has been kidnapped,” she 
stuttered, 

“We must do something.” 


July 58 GOKULAM 





itu nodded immediately. “But 
what about Suj” 

“We didn't find her here," whis- 
pered Gouri. “She musthave reached 
the camp safely. Otherwise we would 
have come across her by now.” 

"Do you think it would be wise to 
follow them?" The girls looked at her. 
“I mean we're stil not sure about Sui?” 

“If we try to search for her or get 

back to the camp,” whispered 


Sowmya, "we 
might move further into the woods 
and then,." 

"Yes," agreed Gouri, “| am confi- 
dent about Suji, And we must help the 
poor child.” 


ot far away someone else had 
LX heard the child and the jeep - 
Sui! 

She was hiding behind a thorny 
bush, watching. She had guessed 
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what was happening. 

Her eyes almost popped out when 
she saw Gitu, Gouriand Sowmya. She 
had lost allhope of seeing them again 

‘She thanked God with all her heart. 
Now it didn't matter if they were lost! 

The four were together, She was 
about o call out tothem when she saw 
Gouri quietly get up with Gitu and 
Sowmya and follow the men, She 
could hear her heart thumping loudly 

‘She wanted to shout out to them 
but then she thought, ' I might endan- 

ger their lives, and 





mine too. 
‘Nol’ She decided. 't will fol- 
low them too, Even if they get into trou- 
ble, I'l be around to help them out” 
‘She let them get ahead of her and 
then followed them. 
‘Tobe continued 
P. Kavitha, 
PSBBSSS, Chennai 








Concept by Shilpa K. Mohan, age 11,VI-A, Army School, Secunderabac 
Dear Shilpa, Please send us your house address. Ed. 



























































Rules: 

* One or more players can land 
ina space. 

* You can play once more if you 
get six on the dice. 

* If one or more persons land in 
the space with stars, all the 
players in that space must 





Béveloped by Lalitha 
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Arms Pact 


iolent opposition to 
India’s testing of nuclear 
bombs made me look up 


the facts. Here they are, 

‘The US is the only nation, thus 
far, to have used neclear weapons, 

A maximum number of nuclear 
tests were conducted (and are still 
being conducted) by the US 
followed by the USSR and China. 

None of the so-called 
test ban treaties talk of 
dismantling the US 
nuclear warheads. 1f 1200 
tests cannot harm the 
‘environment, can five tests 
do much harm? 

India waited for about 25 
‘years before going in for the second test. 
For over 4,000 years peace, harmony and 
non-violence have been India's stand. In 
ashort time, aftera few tests India is not 
going to threaten the region's peace. 

Ina survey taken by an Indian page 

fon the Internet, of the people who 
expressed their views, 90% were in 
favour of India’s nuclear tests, 
‘The US is slapping sanctions on 
India, This means a reduced inflow of 
foreign currency, a slowing down of the 
entire economy and the negative effects 
‘will be spread over a long time. 

India could tide over her troubles 
without begging the bigger nations to 
consider her plight. How? 

Each NRI could send to India $100 
every month. 

Most of America’s computer 
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professionals are NRIs. 

snot take the sanctions too 
far. Imagine if all the NRIs decided to 
‘go against the US. 

‘America offered sops to Pakistan to 
preventit from testing. But Pakistan did 
not yield. Itis not going to do much harm 
to the environment as the US tests, 
anyway. Obviously, the US does not 
‘want to play on level ground. 

‘The US stands on a huge stockpile of 
arms and preaches about the dangers of 
it, We are by no means lagging behind 
China in technology or development. 
Bither the whole world should ban 


anything nuclear or all countries should 
be free to test, The CTBT pact is totally 
unfair. 


‘Sowmya Jayaraman, age 15, 
Cedar Girls’ Sec. School, 
Singapore. 
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THERE 1S EVEN, 
FOUNTAIN HERE! 


Quick APPU! 
JUMP ON TO 
‘THE BOAT. 





WHO DARES 
To DisTwRB 
My SLUMBER? 


ER. 

MR. FISH. 

1 MEAN. 
MIR.WHALE! 











Colour 7wiS 'BIG-CATCH!-~ SCENE. 
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Colourful 
JULY 


Festival of trays 














In Portugal, during this 
festival 600 young girls wear hats 
made of bread and flowers. The 
hats are as tall as the girls. Each 
hat acts as a tray. On the tray is a 
wire bamboo basket. Bread and 
flowers are piled on the basket. 





Atop this pile sits a white dove 
made of cotton. 

‘The girls parade the streets 
and get the bread blessed. It is 
then distributed among the poor. 


[Baste 40577] 


The state prison of Paris, 
France was destroyed on July 14, 
1789. The fortress built in 1369 
‘was stormed by irate public when 
a minister was sacked by the 
royal court. 

Jacques Necker's economic 
measures were welcomed by the 
public but the court was 
disappointed. Parisians stormed 
the Bastille and forced Necker’s 











reinstatement. This marked the 
outbreak of the French revolution. 
It isa national holiday in France. 








On July 8, 4 and 5 members 
of 20 Indian tribes - Apache, 
Hopi, Zuni, Navaho and others 
gather in Flag staff, Arizona for 
the great Pow wow. 

The tribal children wear new 
painted feathers on their hair and 
chains and necklaces of coloured: 
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beads around their neck. They 
polish their gold and silverware. 
Rodeos, dances and other fun {1 
the three days. Only Red Indians 





can take part in these shows. 
Others can only be spectator 


‘Independence day’ 


On July 4, 1776 the Decla- 
ration of Independence was 
signed, The colonies of America 
chose to break free of British rule,, 
On this day, the ‘Old Glory’ - the 
American flag decorates flag- 
poles all over the country, The: 
are parades, picnics and fir 
works all over the US to mark the 
day. 











Spaniards hold bull fights on 
this day in Pamplona. The bulls 
are goaded into the streets and 
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are chased by brave men, A big 
bull fight is held later in the 
afternoon, Amidst the din of the 
trumpets and the roaring crowds 
men prove their supremacy over 
the beast. Bull fighters take 
home millions in just one day! 

Countries like Latin America, 
Japan and India have their own 
bull fights. The Japanese enjoy 
watching two bulls fight each 
other. 


Climbing greased 
poles 


In Sicily, on Santa 
Rosalia day, a long pole 
is greased and atop is 
placed delicious eat- 
ables and flowers. 
Young men gather 
around in teams and try 
their luck, They can be 
helped up the pole by 
their friends, The 
group which suc: ,, 
ceeds can share 
booty of eat- abl 
among themselves 
KRY, Coimbatore ) 
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EEE RETOLD STORY 


‘ans Hannekemaaien was in 
search of job. He had his 
sythe on his back. He had 


walked a long distance before 
reaching Edam town in Holland. His 
‘eyes almost popped out when he saw 
the huge cows, the green meadows 
and the lush fields, Farmers with large 
pipes dangling from their mouths, 
were strolling about the 
fields, 7 

‘They wore a lordly air 
about them 

“Here is where one can 
‘earn something,’ he thought. 

He stepped up toa farmer 
standing by the door of his. 
house and said: 

"Dam Hans 
Hannekemaaien, What 
wages do you pay here?” 

“Is your work good, 
Hans?" the farmer 
asked. 


“How many meals a day?” 

“Three meals, Hans - breakfast, 
dinner at noon and supper."” 

“May I ask if you give breakfast 
now?” 

“Yes, Hans. Sit down and begin. 
Eat all you want.” 

“A good land!’ thought Hans 
“Here I can always get a snack," 





‘lf REE MEALS 


SHORTEN A DAY 


good? That | will leave to you, boss 
to see.” 

‘A huge pot of hot porridge stood 
jn the kitchen table, Hans glanced at 
it with longing eyes. Oh, how it 
steamed! 

“Do I get something to eat, boss if 
U work?” 

‘The farmer laughed. 
Hans, of course.” 


“Of course, 
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Aes filled with hot porridge 
was set before him. 

Hans set about eating the porridge 
with his eyes closed and nodding his 
head with delight. 

“Now to work, Hans,” smiled the 
farmer. 

“Well said, Boss," answered he, 
and got up from the chair. 

At the door he stood looking like 


55 


a trusting puppy who had never 
eaten. 

“Boss,” he said, "Will you let me 
ask one litle thing mote?” 

“Go ahead Hans. Say what is on 
your mind. But make it short and 
sweet.” 

"Boss, this is what I thought. Why 
must | wait for dinner? Why not have 
it now?" 

“Hans, why, it's early in the 
morning.” 

The farmer's wife stood near and 
she gave her husband a poke in the 
ribs and beckoned him into the 
corner. She laid her fingers on her 
lips and whispered: 

“If he eats dinner now, he will not 
have to eat it at noon. He will work 
longer in the fields. Do you 
turiderstand that you donkey?” 

“Are you sure about that?” asked 
the farmer wonderingly, Then he said 


to Hans, 

“Sit down. My wife will give you 
your dinner.” 

The farmer's wife had already 
peeled the potatoes. She set them 
cn fire, When they were done, she 
added a piece of fat and some solid 
chunks of cheese and meat. Hans 


had never seen such a delicious 
spread even in his dream. He rubbed 
his eyes and fell into eating, 
















Jevsricictey ne tesamech tan 
the breakfast had. Finally he wiped 
his mouth with the palm of his hand 
and looking at the empty trencher he 
sighed, Not a crumb of potato, not a 
drop of fat, nota tiny morsel of meat 
was lft there 
“Have you had enough, Hans?” 
laughed the farmer. 
Boss," said Hans in a honest 
voice, "Have you not spoken of 
supper?" 
[I] why, yes, did mention 
Se i." answered the farmer 
LES “We eat supper here in the 
evening, How is it at your 
house?" 
Hans scratched his ear. 
Just then the farmer's wife 
came again to the rescue, 
She said, “If Hans had his 
supper now, he would the 
whole day work in the fields 
He would be saving so much 
time on walking back from 
and to the field.” 
‘The farmer agreed that 
his wife was speaking logic, 
He turned to Hans and said, 
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“Hans sit down and you can have 
your supper.” 

“The farmer's wife cut large chunks 
of bread slices and placed plenty of 
sweet-smelling butter on it. She then 
cut a large chunk of cheese. Hans 
who watched all this thought of his 
wife and children at home. If only 
they saw all this! He sat down like a 
prince at the table and filled his cheeks 
full, hardly taking time to chew. The 
next moment, the mountain of bread, 
and butter and cheese was gone. The 
farmer watched from the doorway. 
66 Are you done, Hans?” he 
asked patiently. . 

“Tam coming! | am coming!" 
answered Hans, As soon as they 
were out of the house, Hans began 
to look around drawing in fresh 
morning ar. 

Now you must feel like a good 
day's work, Hans?” said the farmer 
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“Since you have eaten so heartily.” 

“Work?” said Hans in surprise. 
“Work,Boss? Do you expect me to 
work?" 

“Yes, of course, the day is only 
begun. 

“But, I have just eaten supper 
‘Where is the haycock?” 

And no matter what the farmer 
said or did, as soon as they came to 
the first haycock, Hans threw himself 
down, In a moment he was snoring 
so long and so loud that the birds’ 
songs'could not be heard. 

‘The farmer beat him and whacked 
him but all in vain. Hans slept on 
caring not about the world around 
him, For Hans Hannekemaaien had 
had his supper. 

Jaspreet, Asansol 
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Retold by 
Kalyani Ramanath, 
ivan 
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than 00%. | 


want to play for 


‘Anita left to find another playmate. 

















‘Soon, the results of the exams were declared « 
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The leaves sway in the wind, 
Is it mother rocking a cradle? 

‘The sweet scent of the flowers 

Fill the summer air with power! 







The sun falls on the dewy leaves 
And they look like sparkling 

diamonds. 
‘The blooms dance in the wind, 
Colourful and inviting! 


Blooms come up in the 
mango trees, 
Later the trees are 
laden with fruits. 
White clouds add to the 
serene beauty, 
Oh! Summer is really wonderful. 









The trees turn red and pink, 

And the sound of the cuckoo floats by. 
‘The days when nature comes to life, 
Makes our life worthwhile. 


Nikitha S. Chandran, VIII C, 
KV, Pattom. 
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his birthday. He had been up 

early that day and his pets, 
Timmy the dog and Molly, the cat 
were frisking around with him. 
They knew that it was an impor- 
tant day because Dick himself 
was very excited, . They followed 
him everywhere. Dick busied 
himself in the kitchen making 
cookies and cakes, He also pre- 
pared a large pitcher of lemon- 
ade, Timmy and Molly were also 
in the kitchen 


D« was very pleased. It was 


Dick noticed how Timmy 
and Molly looked longingly at 
the cake, Timmy made 
slurping sounds. Dick sug- 
gested, "why don't you two play 
outside?" Dick gently shooed 
them out of the room. 

Outside, Timmy and Molly ran 
cover to the mailbox. They noticed 
a large box sitting beside the 
mailbox. Timmy stiffened and 
then ran up to the box. He sniffed 
the box but couldn't tell what was 
inside. Timmy grabbed the box 
between his teeth and ran into the 
kitchen, He laid the box at Dick's 
feet. Dick patted Timmy and 
said, "why, thank you Timmy.” 

He opened the box, saying, 

Grandma has mailed me a birth- 
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day present.” 


the ribbons attached to the 

box. Molly who had been 
watching Dick throw the ribbons 
into the dustbin ran upto the dust- 
bin, She picked up the ribbons in- 
tending to play with them. 

Inside the box lay a cute little toy 
kitten. A little key lay beside the 
toy. The toy kitten had a shiny col- 
iar and as Dick watched 
wonderingly at the toy, Molly me- 
owed, 

Dick wound up the toy and set 
it down, Lovely music filled the 

Gh 


D ick tore off the wrapper and 


room and to Dick's surprise the toy 
kitten began prancing. It twirled 
around the room, clapping its paws 
and meowing. Dick and Timmy 
liked the toy very much but Molly 
was wary of the new cat. 

Dick then prepared the house 
for the party. He dusted the tables 
and Timmy went away for his af- 
ternoon nap. Molly was curious 






































about the kitten. She wanted to see 
the kitten dance. She patted the 
kitten but it only fell on its side. Dick 
rushed over and picked up the kit- 
ten. He scolded Molly saying, “this 
is a very special toy and | don't 
want you to break it.” Molly was 
upset. She ran upto where Timmy 
lay snoozing. She curled up be- 
side him 


























evening. Dick, Timmy 

and Molly welcomed the 
guests. Julian came with his 
nephew. Julian's nephew 
began to play with Timmy 
and Molly but when he saw 
the new kitten he ran away 
to play with the toy. 

Sheela and Georgina 
were the next guests. The 
girls were kinder to the pets. 
But they too were more car- 
ried away by the kitten than 
by Timmy and Molly. Both 
Timmy and Molly Were now very 
angry. Molly picked up the rib- 
bons from the dustbin and ran out 
into the garden to play. Timmy 
followed her with a puzzled grin 
Soon, Molly was entangled in the 
ribbons. Dick had to extricate 
Molly from the ribbons, He repri- 
manded Molly. Molly slunk away 
showing how hurt she was. 

The guests had long departed. 
Dick had cleaned up the room 
and fed Timmy. He called out to 
Molly to come for her share of 
food. But there was no response. 
Worried, Dick then searched 
every room. Molly was nowhere 
in sight. Timmy ran into the gar- 
den in search of Molly. 


V hen Timmy almost gave up 


T he guests arrived in the 


he heard a soft purr. He 

looked up to see Molly pre- 
cariously perched atop a tree 
branch. Timmy ran into the house 
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and pulled at Dick's short. Dick 
went to the garden and found 
Molly perched on a tree meow- 
ing very pitiably. 

“Don't worry Molly, | will help 
you down.” Dick fetched a lad- 
der. He placed the ladder by the 
tree and climbed upto the branch 
where Molly lay. He then brought 
her down. “My poor Molly, you 
are really shaken by your trip to 
the tree. Come on, let me give 
you some food." The three of 
them walked into the kitchen 
where Molly ate her fill and Dick 
said, patting Timmy and Molly, 
“no toy kitten can ever be as spe- 
cial as you are. And having you 
safe and sound is the best birth- 
day present ever." Timmy 
wagged his tail while Molly purred 
softly acknowledging the truth in 
his statement. 

S. Ranjita, 

Vill, Chetana Mat. HSS. 
Madurai 
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BODY TALK 
LOOD is not made in 
Bhavana’s heart or 
Tungs. Itis made in the 
bones of her body, 
The bones are not 
dead tissues which stand as support 
toflesh, The inside of the bones are 
filled with a substance called bone 
marrow, ‘The bone marrow is the 
most alive and most active tissue in 
the body. The cells in the bone 
marrow makes new red cells which 
the blood picks up as it pours 
through the bones, But, even 
bone marrow falls ill. This 
happens when Bhavana 
breathes foul or stagnant air, 
The white blood cells are 
much less in number in blood 


* tock of blood makes one anaemic 





than the red blood cells. Ifyou ke 
a drop of blood and examine it 
under microscope you will find two 
Kinds of cells - one is a shapeless 
mass of body which moves, This is 
white in colour, The blood also 
contains concave 
plate-like structure 
















* Poot food means 
‘poor blood la body. 
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blood cell if seen 
under the microscope 

will show that it is yellow in colour 
and notred. Alarge number of red 


cells seen under a microscope will 

be red in colour. If Bhavana leads 

which are an unhealthy life, her blood will be 

morein number _1€s8 red and more yellow in colour. 

than the shapeless Haemoglobin contains carbon, 

masses. found. in hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen 

blood, These concave platesare the besides iron. (see box for details), 

ted blood cells. In two pinheads of Justasiron isneeded for the human 

blood you will find four to five bodyit isneeded by vegetables also. 

millions of red cells and only 8,000 Iron gives colour to the blood and 

white cells. to the plants, The plants get their 

Butthe number of white cellswill_ Steen colour from the iron present 

increase duringilinesses. When the i them. The haemoglobin in our 

body is greatly threatened by the body carries oxygen which we 
illness the white cells multiply breathe from air. 

rapid] Let us call this haemoglobin Hb. 


Te cells twirl as The blood that travels upto 









they flow through Bhavana’s  Bhavana’s ungsis only Hb, But the 
Veigs, Unlike the white cells blood that travels from her lungs is 


theydo not change shape. Onered HbO, The Hb combines with O, 


Master (to servant) : Why doesn't this 
car start? 

Servant + Sir, I learnt by watching a 
programme on TV that we shouldn't 
‘waste even a drop of petrol. So, lused 
water instead. 





J 


Mridula, Deepthi and Rini, 


Ii) Meagile + Theres soma cl bl there 
iv nl whol do we de non? 

red Mengule + Why oc state proce! 

Siddharth Sahoo, 

The Modern Academy, 

Coleutla 
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Jood owes its colour 
to red blood cells. The red 

blood corpuscles contain 
heamoglobin, Haemoglobin is 
responsible for the red colour. 
Haemoglobin also contains iron. 

The iron atom takes only 
‘oxygen from lungs and becomes 
‘oxyheamoglobin. It supplies 


and becomes HbO, which is rich 
and red in colour. Watch the small 
blue lines running through the 
inner wrist of Bhavana’s hand or the 
back of her hand. They are the 


¥y impure blood 


‘The blood is 
ase it hi 


back to the lungs, 
bluish in colour bee 
oxygen. 

Poison kills blood When a person 
injects poison he suffers from lack 
of oxygen supply. Then the blood 
cells are unable to carry on their 
work. At first the patient suffers 
from breathing problems. Then his 
blood turns dark blue or purple and 
the person dies, This is what 
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oxygen to all parts of 
our body. ‘The iron. 
‘atoms then change 
into carboxy: 
heamoglobin and 
receive carbon-di- 
‘oxide from all parts 
of the body and 
take itto the lungs. 
‘The red atoms present in the 
blood are not permanent. In one 
day 0,83% atoms of our blood are 


IRON WASTES 


IN BLOOD 


destroyed. The body later replace: 
the lost red blood cells. All parts 
of the dead red cells are thrown 
‘out except iron. 





happens though gradually, in 
persons who consume alcohol and 
smoke cigarettes, 

The white blood cel 
soldiers. Their only tasks to remain 
in blood and keep looking out for 
microbes and foreign bodies that 
‘may kill the red blood cells. These 
white blood cells are colourless 
shapeless masses that float in the 
blood. Theyare lessin number too. 

When Bhavana is hurt you will 
find the action of the white blood 
cells. When the wound is not 
treated properly, dirt might creep’ 
into the wound. ‘The white blood 
cells will gather around the wound 


Hs are the 
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If iron atoms continued piling 
up in our body everyday, our 
body will corrode. Iron atoms are 
found in two states - ferrous and 
ferric. The ferrous - Fe++ is 
soluble in water. Ferrous is 
‘oxidised and becomes ferric 
Fe+++ which is not easily soluble 
in water. The iron atoms that mix 
with blood are ferric in nature, 


human body contains 54% 
litres of blood. Lakhs of red 
blood cells are destroyed. Every- 
day, 30 mgm of ferric are found 
in blood, 

If this ferric is not sent out, our 
kidney will be corroded. To elimi- 
nate this ferric from our body we 
must drink atleast 10" litres of 
water. This amounts to about the 
entire water in the Niagara Falls 


and the microbes which have found 
their way into the body will be killed 
in a fierce battle, During such 
battles her body will produce more 
white blood cells. In the battle many 
white blood cells will also die, Good 
food and healthy environment will 
replace the lost blood cells. 


en white blood cells are 
poisoned cither by 
alcohol or other such 


substances they are. slow to react. 
‘Then the body takes time to recover 
from the attack of the microbes. 
Man cannot live without salt. 
Salts are found dissolved in the 
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The entire water thus injested must 
be thrown out of the body only in 
the form of urine. 

Then how does man survive? 
There is a substance called Ferri- 
tin, It isa three-layered protein 
which contains 24 amino acids. 
The iron atoms attach themselves 
to ferretin's outer layer. They then 
travel slowly to the centre of 
ferritin 

Ferretin can house about 4,000 
ferric atoms. This section of ferri- 
tin is called ferritin iron molecule, 
This molecule is dissolvable in 
water. This is passed out via 
urine, Thus human body 
maintains a balance. 


N. Vinu, VIIIC, 


‘TMHNU Mat. HSS, 
Muthuthevanpatti, Theni. 







liquid part of blood, Sodium 
carbo found in large amounts 
in blood, This is not the common 
salt that we intake but itis washing 
soda, Blood cells use the oxygen 
and the sodium found in it to 
become healthy, The rest of the 
sodium combines with carbon 
dioxide and forms sodium carbo- 
nate and sodium bicarbonate. 
Sodium chloride, the most common 
salt, is found in our blood in large 
amounts. It is this that gives the 
blood its salty taste. 

Blood is made of 91% of water. 
‘The plasma is the straw-coloured 
liquid part of the blood. It contains 
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‘water, proteins, and salts, The red 
cells carry oxygen and carbon 
dioxide, The plasma carries food 
material produced by digestion, It 
also carries away waste material from 
the body cells. Plasma contains 
fibrinogens that aid in blood clot 
when the blood comes in contact 
with atmosphere, 

Plasma can be separated from 
blood and can be preserved in dry 
form, It is used in transfusions 
instead of whole blood. Dried 
plasma can be transported with 
more ease than whole blood. 
Injured soldiers were cured using 
dried plasma during world war Il 

Plasma can be broken down and _ 
used in curing diseases, Albumin in 
plasma is used to treat shock. 
Globulin stores antibodies with 
which the blood fights diseases. The 
measles globulin found in the 
plasma can be separated from 
plasma to make measles vaccine, 






Little Bunty was shouting his 
prayers! "Please God send me a new 
cevicket bat for my birthday.” 

‘His mother overhearing this said, 
“Don't shout dear God isn’t deaf” 
"No, but grandad is and he is 

nex! room” Bunty replied 
'M. Rajesh Jain, Chennai 
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‘Yesterday | took rhe basic 
points of gcomemy, Do you all remember? 
Students Yes Ma’. 

‘Teachen : Very good! Raju rell me what 
Iiappens when nwo planes inenesecr At A 
poi 

Raju: Ma'm, thene will be a plone crash! 
‘Suitha Naganaj, Bangalone 

‘Thrombin and fibrinogen can be 
separated and used to control 
hemorrhage during surgeries. 

Fibrinogen and thrombin are 
manufactured in liver, Thrombin 
cannot be manufactured without 
Vitamin K. The fluid fibrinogen in 
blood changes to a solid network 
fibrin imprisoning blood corpuscles, 
and makes blood clot. 

Blood platelets are minute 
shapeless cells. They are produced 
in the bone marrow of the body. 
‘They live for 7-14 days and are then 
killed bythespleen. Intwo pinheads 
of blood you can see 4000 blood 
platelets, ‘They survive on oxygen 
we breathe, They repair damages 
done to the blood vessels in our, 
body. They help in stopping exces 
bleeding. ‘They have a clotting; 
factor which is very important to 
blood. They prevent diseasesto the 
tissues. They protect the blood 
vessels from breaking up. 
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Sand sculptures 
Sudharshan Naik of Puri, Orissa, 
sculpts mermaids and castles in sand. 
He is the only sculptor in the country 
to use sand as medium. 





Pension for elephants 
Elephants employed by the West 
Bengal forest department will enjoy 


pension benefits on reaching the age 
of 65. The elephants will be entitled 
to good food, shelter and healthcare 
facilities. Like humans, service books 
will also be introduced for pachyderms, 
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Sikh university 
Britain’ Sikh community have set 
upWorld Sikh University in Middlesex, 
London. It is the first university 
outside India to be set up by the Sikh 
community. Courses in Sikh history 
and religion are being offered. 





Pumpkin-coloured 
diamond 

‘Sotheby's auctioned a diamond the 

colour of a pumpkin. The largest of its 





colour ever auctioned, the diamond 
sold for $1.3 million. 
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ag ly . 





vegetables,ata restaurant in Leicester, 
England, The one-by-one metre curry 
was named ‘Jalfrezi’. The Guinness 
ackowledgement is yet to come, 






Cow sets record 
A cow in South Africa's 
Johannesburg set a world record by 
yielding 111.2 litres of milk in one day. 
‘Cow 9405' named after the year 
and the month she was born, beat the 
former world record of 1093 litres 
‘The animal improvement institute in 

Johannesburg confirmed this. 





‘Smallest Windows 


Toshiba of Japan has developed 
‘Libretto-70" the world's smallest 
Windows Notebook computer with 
an MMX pentium processor, 


Record in curry 

‘Anil Anand and his brother Sunil 
‘Anand prepared curry using 60 stones 
‘of onions, tomatoes and other ‘Suresh K.Anjum, Calcutta 


BIRTHDAY GIFTS 


Birthdays com 
But, I don't know what to i 
Lam searching for gifts for her everyday, 
Hoping to surprise her and make her say 
“Oh Is this beautiful gilt for me? 

she has everything, what shall I give her? 

‘A posy, | finally decided to give my dear, 

Is it the right gift? Please tell me sit! 
‘Tejaswini A.R,, age 14, MLA HS, Bangalore 













but once a year, 





e, my dear? 
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Make learning fun 


Books form the backbone of 
Indian education system, Marks 
scored in exams and certificates of 
merit alone are considered as @ 
person's educational qualification 
Shouldn't talent be considered t007 
Should we not take into considera 
tion the practicals we do and the 
vocational trainings that students 
undergo? How long 
can books teach Us? 
Education with 
practical will be 
fun and more 


children would enjoy going to 
school 
S. Meena, age 15, Jabalpur. 
[Dear Meena, send us your 
house address and the name of 
‘your school.) 


Actors as politicians 


Tami Nadu’s electorate have 
sent to the parliament an actor 
How good will he be in the pertia~ 
ment? Do we net need men and 
‘women who can speak up for our 
state in the parliament? Was it 
sensible to vote for him simply 
because the other candidates did 
rnot satisfy the people's needs? 
Would it not have been better if 
these people had not voted at all 
saying they did not want any 
representative from their area? 
R. Anjoo Sharon, age 16, 
SVSHS School, Coimbatore. 
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fA dangerous 
experiment 


Man has successfully cloned a 
living being. Can he be a replace: 
ment for God? Cloning can provide 
valuable biological data, besides 
bringing about healthy beings into 
existance. Are we not going to lose 
out in the long run? 
Cloning a human being 
is nota distant dream, 

If we recreate lives in 
this way, then wont we 
also be allowing new 
diseases to take shape? 





S. Asha, age 15, ane 
tomb | And with my wand i 

| would create aftr land 

(Dear Asha, please | There, | would be the 
1d in your school's Vaeeteal 


rae.) 


1 would wear a white 


| would eat grapes and 


{ would curse people who were bad, 


was getting ready to go to the 
election booth, | accompanied my 
mother to the booth.” | was 
surprised to see some young girls of 
14 and 15 waiting in the queue. 
| asked ry mother what they 
were doing there, At first she 
wouldn't talk, Later she said, it was 
a common sight in the vilages. If 
people took elections so easily how 
will our country see good polticians 
atthe helm? 
Wijaly Manju, Std. Vill, 
VKV School, Tafrogam, Tezu. 
















| would make them very sad. . 
village ©” Butt would shower my blessings on people good 
‘And | would keep them in a fine mood. 
was spending my | But I couldn't do that eae 
vifrter vacations at my | For I'mnot a fairy yetl 7 ws 
native village. Early J. Shruthilaya, age 9, 
sing on the day of Jawahar Vidhyalaya, Chenn 
thecaon ry mother | Dest shrutilaya, Pak kde cette 
Please send yourhouse addiéss. 
GOKULAM by 98 ee ti em Das 








harmanandana was the king of 

Shillangere. The land in his king 

dom was very fertile. But, for 
want of rans, es the country was in the 
leeward region, his lands remained bar- 
ren. So, his country often faced food 
shortage. Veerasimha was the ruler of 
Gangapur, a neighbour of Shillangere. 
A perennial river flowed through 
Gangapur. But Gangapur was a rocky 
region where cultivation was very cif 
cult. Shillangere was rich while 
Gangapur was poor. 

The two kings were, however, good 
friends. They paid frequent visits to 
each other, Once the two kings de- 
‘cided to disguise themselves as trav- 
ellers and roam their kingdoms, Bcth 
‘of them wanted to ascertain the con- 


ditions of their subjects. 

They visited an agriculturist called 
Singanna and enquired about his well 
being. Singanna said, “Sirs, with all 
my money | bought a plough. But, | 
don't have money to purchase a pair 
of bullocks. So, ! am unable to tl the 
land though there is enough water in 
my tank, | am thus suffering,” 

They walked a ite further and vis- 
ited another agriculturist, Somanna. 
Somanna said, “Sirs, with all the 
money | had, | bought two bullacks 
but | don't have the money to buy a 
plough.” 


nthe village Devarayasamudra, 
they met an agriculturist 
Bheemanna, He carried a 
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You 
have water but no cu- 
table land. The two agriculturists of 
Devarayasamudra have the solution. 





plough with him. They thought 
Bheemanna faced the same problem. 
But, Bheemanna said, "Sirs, with all 
the money | had I have purchased this 
plough. Now, !amon my way tomeet 
my friend, Siddayya who with all the 
money he had purchased a pair of 
bullocks. Together we will use the but 
locks and the plough, tll the land and 
share the fruits of our toil. We are 
happy indeed.” Dharmanandana told 
his friend Veerasimha: 

"Both our positions are the same 
as that of Singanna and Somanna. 
| have fertile lands but no water. 
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Together we could solve our problems. 
We have plenty of money. With our money 
you can construct barrages across the 
fiver in your country, Chennalise the wa- 
ters through canals into our fertile land In 
retum for your waters we shall give you 
‘enough food grains. Let us enter into an 
agreement immediately. Let us return to 
ous capitals.” 

Abbarrage was constructed on war- 
footing. Each country had enough 
food grains, thanks to the mutual co- 
operation of the two kings. 

KOLAR KRISHNA IYER, 
TIRUPATI 
5 
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Ibert Einstein was born 
in the small town of Uim 
on the river Danube in 
Germany. He had his 
early education in Munich, Ein- 
stein came from a strict Jew fam- 
ily that could trace its ancestors to 
four generations at least. Enistein's 
ancestors lived in Uim tll Einstein's 
father’s business closed down a year 
after his birth. The family migrated to 
Milan, in search of better lite when 
Albert Einstein was 15. 

Einstein was not a particularly 
bright boy in school. The headmas: 
ter of his school told his father, “It 
doesn't matter. He'll never make a 
success of anything,” Einstein was as 
good as written off, But Einstein him 
self said later in life, that the teach: 
ing methods in the school left much 
to be desired. When Einstein turned 
to academics, he consciously 
avoided the routes Einstein's own 
teachers had taken. He was greatly 
loved by his students. 

Einstein spoke Swabian dialect, an 
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= Einstein as a young man 


ancient dialect that spread from 
Franconia to Switzerland and Bavaria 


Einstein's speech faculty developed 
very late, But his lectures in later life 
have created much impression 
among listeners. Einstein loved play- 
ing the violin. He spent most of his 
leisure playing this instrument, Ein- 
stein’s knowledge of the arts had 
been inherited from his mother 


Pauline, 
who came from a cul- 
tured family which had a love for mu- 
sic and literature, Though Einstein was 
very good with the violin, he himself 
said that he used music to think. 


ften Einstein would miss 

classes and study on his own. 

He was introduced to science 

at the age of 13. Einstein 
found physics fascinating and was 
soon to develop a deep love for this 
subject. Einstein moved to Switzer- 
tand for higher studies. Many times 
he described himselt as a ‘stateless’ 
person. He disliked the teaching 
methods at the Swiss National Poly- 
technic in Zurich. In 1902, he joined 
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PERSONALITY 


the Swiss Patent Office in Berne, In 
1903, he married his classmate, 
Mileva Marice, They had two sons but 
divorced later on. He held that the 
personal life of any person must be 
kept private. He held Newton in great 
regard, 

Einstein's papers on relativity, pho: 
toelectric effect and Brownian motion 
revolutionised the world of physics in 
1905. Yet, he was not accepted by 
sceptics who thought his work may be 
just a flash in the pan, Einstein 
achieved worldwide fame after these 
three papers were published, 


His famous energy-mass equation 
Ezmet led to the development of the 
atom bomb. 


instein was at the patent office 

upto 1907, He then moved to 

the teaching profession. He 

was appointed director of the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for physics in 
Berlin in 1913. 

Germany was soon the centre of 
much changes. The Jews were be- 
ing portrayed as evil. Einstein was a 
Jew thugh his family had not con- 
sidered itself a strict Jew. They did 


THE ILLUSTRIOUS 


not go to the same synagogue as the 
rest of the Jews and did not observe 
certain rituals of the Jews either. But 
the Nazi Germany made life miserable 
for him and Einstein decided to mi- 
grate to the US, which country, he said 
he had come to love. 

In 1933, Einstein found himselt in 
his new home, America, His theory 
of relativity did not make him blind to 
its adverse uses. He had warned the 


US authorities that a single bomb 


could destroy a whole port. Einstein 


was a high profile immi- 
ait RANT 2% 
times with American presi- 


In 1921, he was awarded the nobel 
prize in physics. he postulated that 
light can be considered as consist- 
ing of particles called quantas. He 
was the first person to state that the 
velocity of light was always constant 
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dent Roosevelt, Though Einstein 
worked for the US Navy, he was kept 
in the dark about the development of 
the bomb. 

During an interview to a press re- 
porter, Einstein said on a question of 
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‘You need: Milk powder - 2Cups 
Cocoa Powder - Cup 

Sugar - 1% Cup 

Water - 1 Cup 

Butter or Ghee - 2 Tsps 


Method: Sieve milk powder 
and cocoa poteder together. Add 
sugar to water and boil till it be- 
comes sticky. Now remove from 
the stove and add butter or ghee. 
‘Mix the milk and cocoa powder 
into the syrup. Pour into a 
greased plate. 

Cut into pieces after it cools 
and refrigerate for half an hour. 
Serve cold. 


Vidhya, age 13, 

chennai. 

Dear Vidhya, pl. send us your school’s 

name. Ea. 
80 








atom bomb, "When military art is able 
to utilise nuclear atomic energies, it 
will not be houses or blocks of houses 
that will be destroyed in a few sec- 
onds, It will be entire cities.” 

The US however, went ahead with 
the making of the bomb. 


instein was a forgetful person. 

He often forgot his phone 

number. Once Princeton Uni- 

versity received a call request- 
ing Einstein's address. Einstein was a 
high-profile man. So, his address 
could not be divulged for reasons of 
privacy, the caller was told. The caller 
responded, in a whisper, "Please do 
not tell anybody but | am Dr. Einstein. 
{am on my way home and I have for- 
gotten where my house is.” 

Einstein was equally untidy. Many 
a student of his has commented, “I 
wish he'd atleast cut his hair if not be 
tidy.” 

He did not believe in the 
probabilistic nature of quantum me- 
chanics. He once said, “God does 
not play dice with the world.” Einstein 
initiated the efforts to unify all the 
forces of nature into a single concep- 
tual whole. He firmly believed in inter- 
national disarmament and world gov- 
emment. He was offered president 
ship of israel but he declined.’ He died 
in Princeton, USA, on April 18, 1955. 
As an honour to him, element with 
atomic number $9 has been named 
Einstinium. 

ASHOK KUMAR, 
MUMBAI 
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ike in any other team 
game, tempers rise 
‘and sparks. fly 


both in and off the field. 
Every team that is 
going to France to 
play the game has 
already devised its 
schemes, The seats 
have already been 
reserved and France is the 
destination for any football lover 
these days. 

Football is played on a 
rectangular pitch with two goal 
posts, by two teams each with 
11 players. One person from 
each team is the goal-keeper. 
‘The aim of the game is to score 
goals. A goal is two upright 
poles connected by net. To 
score a goal the player 
tas to force the ball into 
the opponent's goal past 
the goal keeper. 

Players can play the 
ball with any part of the body except 
hands but the goal keeper is allowed to 
use his hands within the goal areas 
Usually a black and white round ball is 
used. 

‘The world cup is the biggest 
international event in football andi held 
‘once in four years. Pele of Brazil is the 
most famous player in football and has 
the nickname, “Black Pear!” 

Footbal is the national game of USA. 
“Federation International de Football 
Associations’ is the governing body for 
world football and has about 150 
countries affiliated to it. 

Modern football game was begun in 
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the 19th century. In India too we 
have our soccer stars. They have 
yet oachieve as much coverage 
athe ericket stars. Bagchi of 
‘Assam is considered a star in 
this game, Ask any football 
lover, he would have you 
believe that the world 
N)) ceases to exist during the 
gzame. As football fans sit 
fn the edge of the seats 
to watch their favourites make 
the goals you can feel the 
tension, Argentina has been a 
hot favourite just as 
Brazil has been. Foot- 
ball has been more 
popular in the Euro- 
pean countries for 
sometime now, 










E 


In the Pase- 9 


dena Rosebow! 
of 1994 in the 
US, spectators 
were a witness to 
what has now seco || 


BREE 


LPL as the Argentinian wave. 
Argentina's supporters took turns in 
standing up and cheering their sides. 
‘They rose like waves from the sea and 
the viewers were a witness to the newest 
form of adulation for a team. 





* Pasedena Rosobow! 


‘The first football world cup was held 
in 1930. Uruguay won the cup scoring 
four goals against Argentina, No 
matches were held in 
1942 and 1946. This 
is the 16th world cup 
tobe held. Brazil has 
won the coveted cup 
four times. In 1958, 
1962, 1970 and 1994. 
Brazil also has the 
record for scoring the 
most goals - 5 in the 
year 1962. 


razilians are 
hoping to win the 
ccup this time too, But 
the competition is 
tough from Germany 
who have been semi-finalists nine times, 
Italy, who have won the cup thrice and 
Argentina who have won the recent 
‘warm-up match against Brazil. 

‘These warm-up matches have given 
the coaches nightmares. Italy i fielding 
Roberto Baggio again to take the final 
penalty. In Pasedena Roscbowl, Baggio 
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A soccer ball made of 
pure platinum is on display 
in Osaka, Japan, Made to 
promote World Cup the ball 
is worth $146,000. 

SKA, Calcutta 


scored a series of goals which brought 
Tualy into the finals. But the final went 
in favour of Brazil when Baggio handed 
the goal as if on a platter to Brazil. 

‘The excitement is muted among 
Argentines because Maradona is not 
playing in this match. Romario has been 
dropped from the Brazilian squad due to 
calf injury 














‘The countdown to the world cup ha. 
begun, So has the football fever. Every 
mn that is playing the world cup is, 
praying hard, hoping to win the cup. 
Shilpa Kannan, Bangalore 
Dear Shilpa, 
Please send in your age and school 
details. Ed. 
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group of twelve children are on an 
‘overnight picnic to Mahabalipuram. 
‘A couple of adults inadivertantly lead 
the children toa boat. The children are 
soon drawn into an adventure. They 
find themselves locked up in a dingy 
cabin on the boat. They are later res- 
cued by coast guards. But the adver- 
ture doesn't end there. 

The children find out that the coast 
guards were actually thugs. They trace 
the original coast quards to a hospital. 
One of the children’s father is involved 
insuspicious activites. This tme too the 
children find themselves held captives 
bythe thugs, whohave not yet decided 
what to do with them. 


A 


PART VI 

Uf he room where we hed been bt 
was a cold storage of some sort. 

It smett of some chemical. One of us 

remembered peeking into the chemr 

istry lab and encountering such 





upwas tense but now itwas 
as scary as the place itset 

There was quite a lot of 
noise outside. What a con- 
trast! Somebody jumped. It 
was Aditya. All of us were 
now jittery. He mumbled 
hoarsely, sp...spider.." We 
sighed in relief. Suddenly 
therewasmuch commotion 
outside the 





a'smell once. No one was 
sure what it was. 

‘There were rows upon 
rows of shelves and the 
eerie silence in the room 
‘was unnerving. Theaircon- 
ditioned room was a pleas- 
ure after the hot afternoon. 
Namrata whispered, “How 
come we did not realise it 
Thisis themortuary.” Thesi- || 
lencebefore Namrata spoke 
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room. Then the door was 
flung open and the room seemed 
brighter due tothe lights outside. 

‘The nurses who entered the room 
asked us how we had got there. We 
had no plans of leting go a good ad- 
venture out of our hands. So we lied. 

‘We came tomeetour friend whois 
admittedhere,” supplied. That didnot 
satisfy them, But they untied us. 

“But how did you get tied up and 
put here?" we were asked 

Aditya replied, “Some anti-social 
‘elements thought we were pests. So 
they tied us up and left us here.” 


J efore the nurses could askcany fur- 
15) ther questions, Namrata added 
quickty,"Comeon, les goandsee our 
friend.” 

‘We pushed the nurses andran out 
We stood shocked as we saw the 


coast guard lying on 
the stretcher outside 
the room. He was 
dead. We were 
breathless. Vijay 
stumbled, Hebent 
‘down and picked 
up something. 

“Look here, 
it is Mr. Desh- 
pande's purse,” whispered 
Danie! urgently 

Weopened the walletand checked 
its contents. There were a bundle of 
some foreign currency, pass port anc 
visa papers. There was a small shee! 
cf paper with some code words. 

We founda quiet place beside the 
hospital gates. Under the street lamps 
we tried to decode the jumbled the 
words. Within an hour we had the 
message: “Meet near Thrisulam 
hillson June 7, 10,p.m. Leaving India...” 

We looked at each other. We ex- 
pected the police to arrive any time. 
‘The nurses had called the police tell 
ing them about us and the way they 
found us in the mortuary. We 
waited. 

SM.Sivanand, XI Std, DAV, 
Chennai 










The story ends with part VIL 
End the story in 350 words. 
Last date July 7,98 
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